BHAM BOARD MEETING 
September 8, 2007

Rick & Judy Heimbuck’s Home

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ray Warner, Lisa Watts, Don Watts, Joe Kinnick, Rick St. Onge, Deb Dudzinski, Bev McCollum, Paul Ferris, Heidi Gautz. Judy Heimbuck, Rick Heimbuck, Betty Crowell, Andy Hart
MEMBERS AND GUESTS:  Kaitlynn Watts and Cindy Egnor
President Ray Warner called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Lisa moved to accept the minutes with corrections and Betty 2nd.  Motion passed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Ray extended his appreciation to all for a good year due to their hard work.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Ditto to Ray’s comments.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  A thank you note was received from Lisa Castle for the card and flowers that were sent to her after her accident at the show.  Judy read a letter received from Susan Walton. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Lisa moved and Rick supported to place the treasurer’s report on record.  
Heidi presented a bill for new SSS contracts, postage, and slot class flyers.  Paul moved and Rick H. supported to approve payment.  Lisa moved to direct the treasurer to take out two $1000 Certificates of Deposit for six months.  Judy supported it.  After some discussion, Lisa amended her motion to take out one $2500 CD for six months and one $2500 CD for nine months; Judy supported.  Motion passed unanimously.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Cindy Ignore testified that during the July show Lonnie and Mary were circulating a petition.  Cindy asked what the petition was about and Lonnie and Mary responded that they were trying to get Paul Ferris removed from the club because at the last meeting he told the board members that BHAM could no longer be run as a family organization but that it had to be run as a business.  Cindy said that the very reason her family joined BHAM was that it was a family-oriented club and, therefore agreed to sign the petition.  Cindy said that she later discovered that what Paul had in fact said at the meeting was, “This is not a good old boys network anymore; BHAM has to be run as a business” which was a comment in direct response to a discussion about giving long standing BHAM members who believed they were ENTITLED first priority for stalls instead of the first paid/first served policy that is in place.  Cindy also commented that after talking to a few board members and to Paul personally that she found that Paul has always strongly supported “family” improvements in BHAM such as the youth teams and the new Jr. BHAM Scholarship.  Cindy believed that Paul has a very strong commitment in keeping BHAM a family organization—contrary to what the petition had stated.  She expressed her regret in signing the petition without investigating the charges on her own first.
OLD BUSINESS:  Ray turned the meeting over to Joe Kinnick who headed up the ethics committee that reviewed the motion made at the August 25th meeting to rescind (which is synonymous to permanently revoke membership together with exclusion from all BHAM functions as clarified by the one who made the original motion, Heidi Gautz) Lonnie and Mary Green’s family membership and report them to ABRA.  Joe reported that there were 2 for and 1 against; therefore the ethics committee is recommending that the Board support the motion.  The Board referred to ABRA rulebook page 37, Miscellaneous Rules and Regulations, Section 2 (see also 2006 BHAM handbook, page 2, Article II, Section 1) in the discussion. Joe complimented the ethics committee on their attention to the by-laws and rules when making this decision.  Joe also reported that the Ethics committee determined that Lonnie and Mary Green’s actions taken to gain support for the petition were contrary to the mission statement and by-laws.  In addition, it is noted that the committee was not ruling on the validation of the petition.  The vote was taken by secret ballot with “yes” in support of the motion and “no” representing non-support of the motion.  The count was validated by two BHAM members in good standing and witnessed by one Board member.  The BHAM Board of Directors vote was 8 “yes” and 4 “no”. Motion passed to permanently rescind Lonnie and Mary Green’s BHAM membership.  Ray directed Lisa to compose a letter informing them of the decision and to send the letter by certified mail with return receipt.  
Lisa moved and Betty 2nd to pay Horses of Michigan Magazine for the bills through July.  8 for and 2 opposed. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Deb Dudzinski has ordered one more chair for the judges.
POINTS: Points are done.  

BHAM REPRESENTATIVE:  Heidi reported that the next representative had been determined by a narrow two point lead and would be revealed at Congress.  Joe Kinnick asked to know who won and Heidi reported that Brytnee Wells was to be the 2008 BHAM Representative.

JR. BHAM:  Rick H. reported that most of the score sheets from the selection committee had been received, and would be tabulated, and the winner announced at Congress.
SHOW COMMITTEE:  Judy presented a tentative showbill for board approval.  Deborah Dudzinski moved and Heidi supported a motion to add an AC Adult Novice Rider Walk-Trot 11 & Over Equitation/Horsemanship class to follow the PeeWee 10 & Under Walk-Trot Equitation/Horsemanship.  Motion carried.  Andy moved to run Trail concurrent pending ABRA approval and Betty 2nd.  Motion carried.  8 voted “yes” and 1 voted against.  Andy moved to approve the tentative showbill pending ABRA approval and Paul 2nd.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CONGRESS:  Stalls are over-sold.  There is a possibility of putting a tent stall on the grass on the west side of the Pavilion.  Andy moved and Bev 2nd to send back the money for hospitality stalls to free them up for exhibitors.  Motion carried unanimously.  Jr. BHAM would like to have Egg-A-Ray after Versatility and before Speed events.  Judy reminded the board to bring items for the silent auction and that the proceeds go directly into the scholarship fund.  Bev asked who would be on the concrete for camping.  The answer was DeVooght, Wells, and board members are going to be on the concrete.  She was directed to contact Janet to see if she wanted to be on the concrete as well.  Andy moved and Paul 2nd to have Rick St. Onge take responsibility for the Exhibitor’s Dinner for no more than $2500 total.  Motion was unanimous.  Bev wants to know who can help on Thursday.  Cindy Egnor said she would be available to help with the gate.    
AWARDS:  No report.
FUTURITY:  Numbers are up from last year.
SLOT CLASSES:  No report.
STALLION SERVICE SALE:  Betty reported that she had sold over 20 breedings so far.  She has and sent letters to all the stallion owners whose stallions had not sold to give them an opportunity to buy back their own breeding if they chose to, in order to sustain eligibility for the SSS next year.  She ordered new SSS contracts printed with the updates from Kinko’s and presented the bill to Heidi.  She will be sending out the new contracts as soon as she gets the new forms. 
PUBLICITY:  Judy received an e-mail from Saddle Up asking where to deliver the magazines and Paul said to have Saddle Up delivered to him.
SPONSORSHIP:  No report.
NOMINATIONS:  Andy presented Chris Holbin, Paul Ferris, Mike Gallegos, Bill Cox, Bev McCollum,  Heather Gagnon, Cindy Egnor, Ray Warner, & Nancy Rich to be on the ballot for board members; Lisa Watts for Secretary; and Joe Kinnick and Heidi Gautz for treasurer. Bev moved and Heidi supported to accept the nominations.  Motion carried.
RULES:  No report.
BULLET:  All items that need to be in the Bullet should be submitted to Laurie Veit or Judy next week.  The newsletter will come out before Congress with important information about Congress.
WEB PAGE:  Paul has someone interested in doing the website for us.  Ray also has an individual interested.  They should have their bids in by the November meeting.
BANQUET:  No report.
LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT:  No report.
DRUG TESTING: Bev asked for help with drug testing at Congress.  Andy and Joe said they were willing to help with drug testing.
ADJOURNMENT:  Andy moved and Rick H. supported to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:38.
